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THIS WEEK WE LEARNED:

FOXES (Ages 5-6)

Topic: Introduction to Edge Tools

Key Skills Learned:

• What edge tools are and why they're important in the wilderness
• Different types of edge tools: knives, saws, axes, and machetes
• Understanding that edge tools are very sharp and can cause injuries
• Safety rule: Foxes should NEVER use an edge tool
• If you find an edge tool, don't pick it up - find an adult
• If you need something cut, always ask an adult for help
• Recognizing edge tools around us and staying safe

Fun Activities:

• Edge Tool Tag - Learning about "trees" and "campers" through an active game of tag with 
a twist!

Scripture Focus: "Different Jobs for Different Tools" - Genesis 2:18-24 KJV

Week of October 21st - Edge Tools & Fire Mastery

Trail Blazer Weekly
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Always let an 
older Trailman 
or adult handle 

fire 

Spiritual Lesson: Just like different edge tools have different jobs (you wouldn't use a knife to chop 
wood, or an axe to carve a stick), God created men and women with different roles. God designed all 
humans to serve Him, but gave us different strengths and purposes in His plan.

Practice This Week: Look for edge tools around your house with your parents. Talk about how to 
stay safe around them!

HAWKS (Ages 7-8)

Topic: Knife Safety & The Safety Circle

Key Skills Learned:

• Different types of knives: Multi-tool, Folding Blade, Fixed Blade
• Understanding that knives can be useful outdoor tools
• The "Safety Circle" - when someone is using a knife, stand away from 

them
• Why breaking the safety circle can cause accidents
• Hawks should NEVER use an edge tool
• If you find an edge tool, don't pick it up so you don't cut yourself
• Always find an adult if you need something cut

Fun Activities:

• Water Relay - Team competition filling buckets!
• Edge Tool Tag - Active game teaching awareness and safety concepts

Progress Toward: Outdoor Skills Branch - Edge Tools Core Step #5

Scripture Focus: "Everything Works Together for Good" - Romans 8:28 KJV

Spiritual Lesson: There are good ways and bad ways to use knives and tools. Even when things seem 
bad in our lives, God uses EVERYTHING for good. He actively works in our lives to fulfill His 
purpose, even when we're scared or sad. We can trust God because He's using every situation for His 
glory!

Home Assignment: Identify different edge tools around your house with your parents. Discuss safety 
rules together!

MOUNTAIN LIONS (Ages 9-11)

Topic: Knife Safety & Proper Use

Skills Mastered:

• Pocket knives are tools, not toys
• Essential knife safety rules:
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◦ Cut away from your body, not toward it
◦ If you drop your knife, let it fall - don't catch it!
◦ Never run with a knife
◦ Hand a knife handle-first, never throw it
◦ Never point a knife at anyone
◦ Keep knives folded or sheathed when carrying or storing
◦ A sharp knife is safer than a dull one
◦ Use the right tool for the job

• How to properly open and close a folding knife
• Proper cutting techniques (cutting away from body, controlled motion)
• How to pass a knife safely (closed, with "thank you")
• Basic knife maintenance (sharpening and oiling)

Hands-On Practice:

• Popsicle Practice - Using large popsicle sticks as practice knives to 
"cut" bananas while learning proper technique

• Practicing safe knife handling under adult supervision
Badge Progress: Earned Edge Tools Core Step #5 on Outdoor Skills Branch!

Scripture Focus: "Be Ready to Share the Gospel" - 1 Peter 3:15 KJV

Spiritual Lesson: Carrying a knife is a big responsibility - we must be accountable to use it properly. We 
should also be accountable in our faith! We should live so others see Jesus through us and be prepared to 
share the Gospel. The Gospel is simple: God created a perfect world, but Adam and Eve sinned. Now all 
mankind is fallen and imperfect. But God sent Jesus to save us from our sins - we can have salvation 
through Jesus Christ alone!

Weekly Challenge: Watch the Wild Brothers' Trail Hacks video about knife safety: https://youtu.be/
XKN4s4JXzwI

NAVIGATORS (Ages 12-14)

Topic: Fire Ranger Badge - Fire Building & Safety

Skills Mastered:

• Safe match striking technique (stand still, strike away from body, 
controlled motion)

• Proper lighter use (correct grip, point away from face, controlled ignition)
• Understanding the fire triangle: fire starters, tinder, kindling, and fuel wood
• Three essential fire lays and when to use each:

◦ Log Cabin - burns evenly, great for cooking
◦ Tepee - fast, hot flames, perfect for getting fire started quickly
◦ Lean-To - wind-resistant, ideal for windy conditions

• Selecting proper materials for each stage of fire building
• How to properly extinguish a fire completely (cold ashes only!)

“Iron sharpeneth 
iron; so a man 
sharpeneth the 
countenance of 
his friend."  

       PROVERBS 27:17
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• Leave No Trace principles in fire management
Hands-On Demonstrations:

• Every Navigator demonstrated safe match striking under supervision
• Every Navigator demonstrated safe lighter use under supervision
• Built actual fire lays with real materials
• Practiced extinguishing a real fire properly

Badge Progress: Continuing toward Fire Ranger Badge - Getting closer every week!

Character Development: Learning that mastery requires patience, practice, and respect for the power of fire

Scripture Application: Benjamin Franklin understood fire's power and used it to serve others. We're learning to 
harness fire safely and responsibly, just as we should harness our gifts to serve God and others.

Key Lesson: Fire is a tool - respect it, master it, but never fear it!

ADVENTURERS (Ages 15-18)

Topic: Fire Ranger Leadership & Advanced Techniques

Leadership Focus:

• Demonstrated match and lighter safety for younger Trailmen
• Taught fire lay techniques and explained the benefits of each
• Led by example in fire safety and Leave No Trace principles
• Practiced teaching fire building sequence: starter → tinder → kindling 

→ fuel
• Understood how different weather conditions affect fire lay selection
• Demonstrated proper fire extinguishing techniques

Advanced Skills:

• Fire management in various weather conditions
• Selecting optimal locations for different fire lays
• Understanding wind patterns and their effect on fire
• Teaching younger Trailmen the "why" behind fire safety rules
• Emergency fire starting techniques

Badge Progress: Nearly complete with Fire Ranger Badge requirements!

Scripture Reflection: "Accountability in All Things" - 1 Peter 3:15 KJV

Spiritual Application: Just as we must be accountable with fire safety and knife use, we must be accountable in 
our faith. We should be ready to share the Gospel with others and live lives that reflect Christ. When someone 
asks about our hope, we should be prepared to share how God created the world perfect, how sin entered 
through Adam and Eve, and how Jesus came to save us from our sins.

Key Quote: "An investment in knowledge pays the best interest." - Benjamin Franklin

Fundraiser Update: 
Premium meat stick sales 
continue! Online store 
available anytime at: 
https://
countrymeats.com/pages/
seller-profile/trail-life-
troop-pa-1997 

https://countrymeats.com/pages/seller-profile/trail-life-troop-pa-1997
https://countrymeats.com/pages/seller-profile/trail-life-troop-pa-1997
https://countrymeats.com/pages/seller-profile/trail-life-troop-pa-1997
https://countrymeats.com/pages/seller-profile/trail-life-troop-pa-1997
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TROOP HIGHLIGHTS:

Hands-On Learning: Every Navigator and Adventurer demonstrated safe match striking and lighter use - 
building confidence through competency!

Real Fire Experience: Trailmen didn't just learn about fire - they built actual fire lays and practiced 
extinguishing a real fire properly!

Jim Bowie Would Be Proud: Our Mountain Lions learned knife safety skills that would make the legendary 
frontiersman smile - handling practice "knives" (popsicle sticks) with bananas to master the techniques!

Safety First, Always: Every age group learned age-appropriate safety skills - from Foxes learning to find adults 
when they see edge tools, to Adventurers teaching younger Trailmen proper fire safety!

Biblical Connections: From understanding our different God-given roles to trusting God in all circumstances to 
being accountable in sharing the Gospel - faith was woven throughout every lesson!

FAMILY CONNECTION:

Discussion Starters for the Ride Home:

• "What's the most important safety rule you learned about knives/fire tonight?"
• "Why did God give us different tools for different jobs?"
• "How is being accountable with a knife like being accountable in our faith?"
• "What are the three fire lays you learned? When would you use each one?"
• "How can you be prepared to share the Gospel with someone who asks?"

Ways Parents Can Reinforce This Week's Lessons:

• Discuss edge tool safety around your kitchen knives or yard tools
• Show your Trailman how you safely use matches or lighters at home
• Watch the Wild Brothers knife safety video together (Mountain Lions)
• Practice the Gospel message together - Creation, Fall, Redemption through Jesus
• Talk about how different family members have different roles and strengths
• Discuss fire safety rules for your home (fire extinguisher location, escape plan)
• Let your Mountain Lion identify edge tools around the house and explain their uses

What to Bring Next Week:

• Bible
• Trailman Handbook
• Water bottle
• Outdoor clothes
• Adventure-ready attitude!
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PARENT REMINDERS:

🔥  Fire Ranger Progress!

Navigators and Adventurers are SO CLOSE to earning their Fire Ranger badges! We're incredibly proud of the 
focus and maturity they've shown learning these important skills.

🗡  Woodsman Card Progress!

Mountain Lions who demonstrated competency in knife safety may be eligible to test for their Woodsman Card 
soon - this allows them the privilege of carrying and using a folding knife. We'll communicate with individual 
parents when your Trailman is ready to test!

Operation Christmas Child:

• Drop-off week: November 17-24 at Stillwater Christian Church
• Start collecting items for shoeboxes!
• Troop packing party details coming soon!

TRAIL POINTS TO REMEMBER:

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them." - Ephesians 2:10 KJV

This week, your Trailman learned that every tool has a purpose - and so does every person. Just as Jim 
Bowie mastered the blade and Benjamin Franklin mastered fire, our Trailmen are learning to master skills that 
require discipline, respect, and responsibility. But more importantly, they're learning that God created each of 
us with unique purposes and gifts to serve Him.

From Edge Tools to Fire Mastery: Tonight showed that real skill comes from knowledge + practice + respect. 
Whether handling a knife safely or building the perfect fire lay, our Trailmen are discovering that competency 
builds confidence, and confidence builds character.

The Gospel Connection: Just as we must be accountable with dangerous tools like knives and fire, we must be 
accountable in our faith - ready to share the hope we have in Jesus Christ with anyone who asks. Our Trailmen 
are being equipped not just with outdoor skills, but with the ability to share the greatest message of all: 
salvation through Jesus alone.

Key Quote: "The only real mistake is the one from which we learn nothing." - Benjamin Franklin

Trail Life PA-1997 meets Tuesdays at 6:00 PM 
Living Word Baptist Church, 40 Hess Lane, Sweet Valley, PA 
Boys ages 5-18 welcome anytime!

Walk Worthy! ⚡ 🔪 🔥
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